
 

H U M A N I S T  D I S C O V E R I E S  
O F  T H E  S C A N D I N A V I A N  
P A S T  
 

The collection of articles presented here explores humanist scholarship on 
the early Scandinavian past. Specifically, it examines the ideological and 
intellectual uses of this past in 16th- and 17th-century philology and histo-
riography by humanist scholars within and, to a limited extent, outside 
Scandinavia. 

In the early modern period Scandinavian scholars repeatedly proposed 
the idea of an advanced early Scandinavian culture that had been equivalent 
with, or even superior to, classical Greece and Rome. An important line of 
argument consisted in the demonstration that the age-old Nordic civilisation 
could boast its own ancient, independent cultural traditions. In the course of 
the 16th and 17th centuries this claim gained momentum with the advance-
ment of the study of medieval vernacular texts, including runic inscriptions. 
Transferring some of the key concepts of Renaissance Latin humanism to 
their study of medieval Nordic vernacular monuments, Scandinavian scho-
lars highlighted the ancient cultural traditions of Scandinavia, and more par-
ticularly of their respective nations, in writings that were often strongly co-
loured by the ongoing political rivalry between the two Scandinavian mo-
narchies, Denmark-Norway (with Iceland, Greenland, and the Faroe islands) 
and Sweden-Finland. 

The Scandinavian past featured in the exchange of information of the in-
ternational learned networks, and other Northern-European humanists in-
corporated it in their historiographical and philological work. In their at-
tempts to classify the Germanic languages, not only Scandinavian but also 
Dutch and German scholars took the early Nordic tongues into account. 
Some took Icelandic to have come down from primeval times in sheer pris-
tine condition. In particular, opinions varied on the status of Gothic, which 
was traditionally associated with the earliest Scandinavian past. The lan-
guage of the Gospels in the splendid codex argenteus, Gothic made a wor-
thy northern counterpart of classical Greek, Latin and Hebrew, while runic 
inscriptions were often called Gothic, too. 

These are some of the themes explored in the articles presented here. 
Plans for this collection go back to the XII International Congress for Neo-
Latin Studies of the IANLS (International Association of Neo-Latin Studi-
es), in Bonn in 2003, where two special sessions were devoted to humanist 
research on the Germanic and Nordic past. The articles by De Grauwe, Mor-
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tensen, and Skovgaard-Petersen were presented as papers on that occasion, 
while Jensson and Akhøj Nielsen undertook to write their articles at a later 
stage, thereby contributing decisively to the thematic coherence of the col-
lection. 

The editors wish to thank the editorial board of Renaessanceforum for 
accepting the collection as a volume of the journal. 

 
  
 

November 2008 
 

Sophie van Romburgh, University of Leiden 
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(editors of Renæssanceforum 5) 



HUMANIST DISCOVERIES OF THE SCANDINAVIAN PAST 

Renæssanceforum 5 • 2008 • www.renaessanceforum.dk 

SIDE 3 AF 3 

Table of Contents 
Marita AKHØJ NIELSEN: Norse Philology Anno 1570 
 
Gottskálk JENSSON: The Latin of the North. Arngrímur Jónsson’s Crymogæa 

(1609) and the Discovery of Icelandic as a Classical Language 
 
Karen SKOVGAARD-PETERSEN: Arguments against barbarism.  Early native, liter-

ary culture in three Scandinavian national histories. Johannes Magnus’s His-
tory of Sweden (1554), Johannes Pontanus’s History of Denmark (1631), 
and Tormod Torfæus’s History of Norway (1711). 

 
Lars BOJE MORTENSEN: Before historical 'sources' and literary 'texts'. The presen-

tation of saga literature in Tormod Torfæus’ Historia rerum Norwegicarum 
(1711) 

 
Luc DE GRAUWE: The Representation of the Scandinavian Languages by German, 

Flemish and Dutch Humanists (1555–1723) 
 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


